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Motivation

▶ Water system treatment failures in
early 2000s (Canada).

▶ Water advisories were imposed.

▶ In 2018, more than 98% of BWAs
occurred in SDWs.

▶ As of 2017, 90% of water systems
in B.C are small.
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Problem:
How to convince rural communities to invest in their drinking
water system upgrades?

▶ Question arises:

- How to estimate value of piped water quality
in monetary terms?

- What economic benefit can be generated
from such investments?

- Whether the benefits provided by upgrading a
system is greater than the cost?
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Residential Sorting Equilibrium
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Recommendations

▶ The information regarding piped water quality is important
and the health authority should provide it.

▶ Efforts to assist households in lower piped water quality
communities are required, such as providing lower cost
alternatives, subsidizing system upgrades, etc.
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THANK YOU
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